
Fairhaven CEVA Primary School - Oak Class - Autumn 2022 Maya Civilization

This term in our Topic lessons, we will be
finding out facts about the Maya Civilization.
We will discover what daily life was like for

the Maya people.
After that, we will investigate inventions of

the Maya, and how to identify them.
Next, we will learn about the beliefs of the

Maya.
To link Design and Technology to our Maya
studies, we will then create a Maya mask.

As part of the Geography Curriculum, we will
learn to pinpoint where Maya lived (on a
map); we will research a specific area of

pupils’ own choice.
Once we have researched a specific area, we
will create our own individual tourist leaflet.
After this is completed, we will learn how to

rank the achievements of the Maya.
Finally, we will write an information text

about the Maya people.



Links with the National Curriculum Vocabulary and Mayan Language Vocabulary and Mayan Language

History Curriculum… know and understand significant
aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of
ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of
empires; characteristic features of past non-European

societies; achievements and follies of mankind  gain and
deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract

terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and
‘peasantry’...

…understand the methods of historical enquiry, including
how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims,

and discern how and why contrasting arguments and
interpretations of the past have been constructed…

Geography Curriculum
Locational knowledge…  locate the world’s countries,

using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of
Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on

their environmental regions, key physical and human
characteristics, countries, and major cities…

Kukulcan - The serpent god of the Maya. One
of the primary gods, especially to the Itza

peoples of Chichen Itza.
Lintel - An architectural element often found

over doorways in Maya architecture.
Nacom - A high ranking military leader in the

Maya army.
Obsidian - A hard rock that was used to make

sharp edges and tools.
Popol Vuh - A book or codex that described

Maya religion and mythology.
Pre-classic Period - The period of Maya

history running from the start of the Maya
civilization around 2000 BC to the start of the

Classic Period in 250 AD.
Post-classic Period - The period of Maya

history running from the end of the Classic
Period in 900 AD to the end of the Maya

civilization in 1500 AD.
Pyramid - A large monument with four sides
that tapers at the top. The Maya built step

pyramids with flat tops. At the top they built
a temple to their gods.

Quetzal - A type of jungle bird with feathers
that the Maya used in their feathered

clothing and headdresses.

Ahau or Ahaw - The main king or lord of a Maya city-state.
Batab - A lesser lord, usually ruling over a small town.
Cacao - Seeds that the Maya used to make chocolate.

Cenote - A sinkhole or pit filled with water, cenotes were
sources of water for the Maya and were also used as places

of sacrifice.
Chac Mool - A type of statue of a human figure in a reclining

position usually holding a tray over the stomach.
Chichen Itza - The most powerful city-state during the start

of the Post-classic period, Chichen Itza is a very popular
tourist attraction today.

City-state - An independent government where a large city
rules the surrounding area.

Classic Period - The golden age of the Maya civilization
running from 250 AD to 900 AD.

Codex - A type of book written by the Maya that was created
by one long sheet of paper that was then folded like an

accordion.
Glyph - A symbol used in writing.

Haab' - The Maya solar calendar that was used to measure
time and had 365 days.

Hero Twins - A major story in Maya mythology, the Hero
Twins were said to be the ancestors of the Maya rulers.

Huipil - A traditional garment worn by Maya women.
Itzamna - The main god of the Maya, Itzamna was the god of

fire who created the Earth.


